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FOREWORD

In 1999, on the eve of the new millennium,
Budapest, Hungary hosted the first and so far
the only ever World Conference on Science.
The event was organized by the United Na-
tions Educational, Scientific and Cultural Or-
ganization (UNESCO) and the International
Council for Science (ICSU). The Hungarian
Academy of Sciences and the Government of
Hungary were the local organizers and hosts
to the Conference.
Held every two years in Budapest, Hungary,
the World Science Forum is one of the tan-

gible results and an offspring of the 1999 World Conference on Science.
Initiated in 2003 by the Hungarian Academy of Sciences and organized
in partnership with UNESCO and ICSU, the World Science Forum will be
convened for the 4th time in 2009.

At the 1999 World Conference on Science I served as Co-Chair of the
Hungarian Organizing Committee and as State Secretary of Education,
representing the Hungarian Government, I went on to head the Hungar-
ian Delegation during the intergovernmental proceedings of the confer-
ence. It is a great honour and a real pleasure for me to welcome you
now both as President of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences and as
President of the World Science Forum 2009.

I sincerely hope that the World Science Forum 2009 will once again
provide a unique opportunity for major stakeholders to engage in dia-
logue on the role of science in the 21st century. I’m convinced that the
meeting will result in a better understanding by scientists of the true
challenges and the needs of society while all participants will recognize
more clearly both the nature of science and some of its unique strengths
that we can rely on in meeting the global challenges that humankind
faces.

WSF 2009 is a unique event and a special opportunity since it coin-
cides with the 10th anniversary of the 1999 World Conference on Science,
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and focuses on the theme of Knowledge and Future. Besides taking
stock of the achievements of the past ten years, WSF 2009 will also look
forward and, hopefully, outline the role of knowledge and science amid
the complex, global conditions of the 21st century.

 It is our hope that this collection of interviews will provide a special,
celebratory intellectual contribution to all of the above goals. The present
collection is intended to summarize the thoughts and ideas of twelve
world-famous scientists and science politicians on our world and on the
role science can play in helping us to understand how our world works
and how to make it a better place for all of us.

 The key questions relate to the global challenges of our times and the
opportunities offered by science in general and the scientific fields of
the interviewees in particular. The book is a collection of eloquent and
elevating thoughts, and we trust that it will also be seen as a tangible
example and proof of the responsible thinking that is typical of most
scientists.

 The scientists interviewed for the book were chosen more or less in
a random way. Some of those asked to contribute are Members of WSF’s
International Steering Committee, while others had been recommended
by colleagues or members of the editorial team. “The worthy are many,
the chosen are few” – as the saying goes. Many, many more people
should have been included but as always the constraints of time and
resources have intervened. Nevertheless, I hope that the 12 individuals
selected offer a fairly representative insight into the professional activi-
ties, world-view, and deeply humanistic mindset of the great scientists of
our time. It is our intention that this collection of interviews should be
the first of a series, and for each forthcoming World Science Forum we
shall publish another similar collection with a new set of interviewees.

 I would like to thank the interviewed scientists for having been our
partners and allies in this great intellectual effort and “world-tour”. I do
thank them for their time, thoughts, and cooperation.  At the same time,
I would also like to express my gratitude and appreciation to the edito-
rial team and also to the interviewers for their work.

 I wish you a pleasant read, with the hope that you will find not only
bright thoughts for your joy and entertainment but also much useful
knowledge and many new ideas for your work and everyday life.

                      József Pálinkás
                   President of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences

                   President of the World Science Forum 2009

FOREWORD
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